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From the Principal’'s Desk

Interim Reports and Parent Teacher
Interviews
Interim Report cards will be released early in
Term 2. The Parent / Teacher Interview
afternoon will be held on Tuesday 28 April
2009 starting at 3.15pm. All parents are invited
to come and meet with teachers. Parents can
bring their students along. Please phone the
office to request interviews with teachers. |
hope to see many of you at this afternoon.
NAPLAN — Yr 9 Test 13, 14, 15 May
All Yr 9 students are required to sit for this test
unless an exemption has been granted.
Parents may also apply to withdraw students
and the grounds for this are religious reasons
or philosophical objections to testing. A formal
written request to withdraw a student must be
lodged with the Principal.
Students who are ill or injured may miss the
test but staff will attempt to have students
catch up the tests missed as soon as they
return to school. Students will be informed of
what they need when sitting the test. Can you
help by ensuring students bring these to
school.
School Resumes on 21 April 2009
After the Easter break the school opens on
Monday 20 April. This is a Student Free Day.
Students resume studies on Tuesday 21 April
2009.
Anzac Day
There will be an Anzac Day service here at
school on Friday afternoon 24 April 2009 . All
students are required to stay at school for that
service. Students are invited to march in the
public Anzac march here in Moura on 25 April
2009. We would like as many students as
possible marching so can you encourage your
student to march with the school, in uniform, on
that day.

Alan Campbell - PRINCIPAL

Gayle Daniels

(pictured above) is the new Youth Support
Co-ordinator from GAGAL.

Some of you would know Gayle from her past
role as Apprentice & Trainee Field Officer for
GAGAL.

She is returning to us and will be here in our
school each Wednesday, starting on the 22
April. Gayle will be seeing students on a one
on one basis and running programs that will
include

Raising self esteem

Conflict management

Anger management

Deportment and grooming

Motivation and goal setting

To see Gayle or be a part of her programs, you
will need to complete a referral form yourself or
be referred by a teacher.

These forms are available at the office.



HELPING CHILDREN
OVERSEAS

A container is kept at the
tuckshop where you can
put your orange juice or
flavoured milk bottle tops
when you've finished
using them. These bottles.
are collected and used
as hopscotch stones in
the Samaritan Purse
shoeboxes.

The Combined Church
Group in Moura need shoeboxes as well, to
pack with gifts to send to less fortunate
children overseas. They need adult size
shoeboxes and these can be left at the
school office.

PLEASE HELP US TO HELP THEM, JUST
BY PUTTING YOUR BOTTLE TOPS IN
THE CONTAINER ON THE TUCKSHOP OR

BY DONATING EMPTY SHOEBOXES

Thank You Sincerely
Combined Church Group

DATES.TC. :EMEMBER

9 April Cross Country
9 April End of Term 1
20 April Pupil Free Day ¢
N
21 April Term 2 begins/
Reports Posted
28 April Parent / Teacher
Interviews

Learning about mass and weight

‘Mass’ and ‘weight’ can be challenging concepts for
your child to understand. Mass is the amount of
material that is in an object — mass does not
change, no matter where it is. The weight of an
object may change depending on where it is and
what is happening to it.

There are a number of activities you can do at
home with your child to help improve his or her
understanding of these concepts:

gather objects of different sizes or weights
that can fit into your child’s hand and
encourage them to lift the object up to
compare the weight. Also ask your child to
close their eyes so they do not think that the
larger object has to be heavier — then
discuss what you have discovered

show your child how weight and mass can
change with certain objects. You could blow
up a balloon with air and fill another with
water to show your child that the same
objects can measure at a different weight
ask your child to find objects of a certain
weight. For example to find an object that is
heavier than a toy car, or an object that is
as heavy as a shoe — have your child
discuss the findings

encourage your child to predict which items
will be heavier than others and to explain
their reasons

once your child learns about units of
measurement and weight, begin to
experiment with kitchen scales and ask
him/her to guess how much an object will
weigh, or ask them to find objects which




would weigh a kilogram — for example
‘could six apples weigh one kilogram?’
cooking is a great way to experiment
- with weight by measuring ingredients
use appropriate language to show that when

your child in understanding length and

measurement as well as improving his/her
literacy and numeracy skills, visit
www.education.gld.gov.au/parents/map/

comparing two items one will be lighter or
heavier but when comparing three or more
items one will be the lightest or heaviest

It is important to always allow your child to
estimate before they measure something and
to know that an estimate is neither wrong nor
right.

For more information on helping your child
with literacy and numeracy, visit the website
for parents at:
www.education.gld.gov.au/parents/map/

Learning about length

and measurement
From an early age, your child is taught
about length and measurement in the
classroom. You can share experiences
in your home to help improve their numeracy
skills. Explain to your child that the length of
something is the distance between two points.

You and your child can measure the length
of objects using different items as measuring
units e.g. hands, fingers, feet, straws,
paperclips, ice cream sticks or even pencils.
Here are a few ways you can explore length
with your child:

during daily activities, take the
opportunity to ask your child to
compare lengths of different objects,

or line up objects, such as shoes, from
longest to shortest

remember to keep asking questions
using language such as ‘which object is
shorter, longer, lower, wider or thicker ?
encourage your child to compare the
heights of people in your family or
objects in your home. You and your
child could create a height chart and
record the

height of visitors and friends and
discuss your findings

provide experiences and opportunities
for your child to estimate length and
get them to verify their estimations

as your child learns about metres and
other standard units of measuring such
as centimetres, you can encourage
discussion on estimating the lengths of
various objects.

If you would like more information to assist

ROSS OUNTRY

Moura State High Schools’ cross country carnival is on
Thursday 9 t April.  We would like to remind everyone that it
is a normal school day and that students are required to attend
school for the full day. Absences require an explanation.

Three weeks ago all students received a letter and permission
form regarding this event. This permission form was due to the
office on March 25" Unfortunately many forms are still
outstanding. Could you please assist us with the organisation
of this event by returning the permission form by Wednesday
7" April. The form enables students to participate in the pre-
walk and to travel on the bus out to the golf course. There is
also a section for year 11 and 12 students to fill out if they wish
to leave school at 12.30pm after the cross country event.
Senior students will not be able to sign out unless they have
returned this permission form.

Parents and friends are more than welcome to come out to the
Golf Course to support their children at the event. Please find
the schedule of events below.

Time Details

8.50-
9.00am

Care — rolls marked as per normal.

9.00-
9.15am

Care classes to move to front of school to
board buses

9.15-
9.30am

Students to travel on buses out to golf course
(starting point)

9.30am-
9.40am

Race Briefing

9.45am 16 to open boys to start

9.50am All girls to start

9.55am 13 to 15 boys to start

10.00am All walkers to start

11.00am All competitors to be finished and results

recorded

11.10-
11.30am

Pack up, rolls marked and students board bus

11.30am-
12.15pm

Students travel on buses back to school

Students to meet at undercover area for
parade

12.15pm

12.15-
12.30pm

Parade (announcement of house winners and
age champions)

12.30-
1.15pm

Lunch

1.15-
2.25pm

Activities program

2.25-
2.55pm

Afternoon tea (to replace 1% break)

2.55-
3.00pm

Whole school parade

3.00pm Students dismissed
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HAMISH AND TAYLA
MAKE CAPRICORNIA TEAM

Tayla Muller, Taylor Jones, Joel Lucht, Holly
Tucker and Stevie Tucker were selected to
represent the Rockhampton District Squash
Team at the Capricornia Trials. At the trials
our students were required to play a number of
games against other students in the
Capricornia Region which covers schools from
four districts including, Central Highlands,
Mackay, Port Curtis and Rockhampton. All of
our students played extremely well, despite a
challenging draw. Tayla Muller was successful
at being selected in the Capricornia Team and
Taylor Jones was selected as a shadow. Tayla
will now represent the Capricornia Region at
the Queensland Secondary Schools State
Titles in May. We wish her the best of luck
with her preparations for this competition.

Hamish Davidson represented the
Rockhampton District Team at the Capricornia
AFL Trials. He was selected in the Capricornia
Team and will now travel to Sandgate at the
end of May to compete against the best
players in the state. This is the second year
Hamish has been selected to represent the
Capricornia Team. We wish Hamish good luck
for his preparation for the titles. | know Hamish
has been busy travelling to Rockhampton for
valuable training and game practice.

Being selected in a Capricornia Team is no
easy feat. Students compete against many
other students from across the region. | would
like to congratulate Tayla and Hamish for their
commitment to their sport. It is not always
easy to participate in sport at a high level in
Moura due to our geographical location, but
these students prove that it can be overcome.
These students should be extremely proud of
their achievements. The Moura school
community is very proud of your achievements.



