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From the Principal’s Desk

School Anzac Day Service —

Community Anzac Day Service

Again this year we had a moving Anzac Day Service
here at school on the 24 April. | was very pleased with
our students. They were very respectful during the
service. It was a credit to them. The guests we had
here on the day remarked on how well the students
conducted the service that day.

Thanks again to our RSL members and Fr Noel Milliner
who were guests at our ceremony and helped us greatly
with our service. Thanks also to Bev Conway for
organising this service.

We also had a strong contingent march on Anzac Day.
Thanks to Norah Parsons who helped with the students
at the march.

Thanks must also go to Rebecca Elliott who challenged
students to attend in numbers that day. The care group
that had the most marchers on the day received a large
box of chocolates. This was 8B. Well done 8B and
Rebecca.

Our school captains and vice captains do a great job on
this day representing the school. Well done, Rebecca,
Jake, Reuben and Elinor.

NAPLAN — Year 9

Next week is the NAPLAN Tests (National Assessment
Program Literacy and Numeracy). Tests will be
conducted on Tuesday 12", Wednesday 13" and
Thursday 14™ Itis important all students attend. If they
must be away please contact us by phone. Students
who miss any tests will be able to catch up on Monday
18 May.

Parents will get a report on how your student has
acquitted himself / herself on each of these tests.

Please encourage your students to do their best. That
way we can see where their strengths and weaknesses
lay.

Students can do the tests. They have done a practice
test and much of the curriculum in Maths and English as
well as Literacy and Numeracy has been designed to
give students practice in the type of tests to be done.
Change to Communication Devices Policy

Can you please go through this with your students.
Penalties, by necessity, are quite severe. | would rather
avoid any trouble by making sure students understand
their responsibilities.

| would encourage you to get your students to leave their
mobiles at home if they don’t need them.

Change to Bell Time

Bell times changed this week with the major change
being a large session in the morning followed by lunch.

This is so we get as much teaching as possible into
prime learning time. It will need a bit of getting used to
for some. | ask that we all give it a fair go as | sincerely
believe it will be better for all.

Alan Campbell — PRINCIPAL

Preparing your child for school tests

The National Assessment Program — Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests for 2009 will be held
from Tuesday 12 May to Thursday 14 May.

If your child is absent from school during this
period, they will still be able to participate in testing
sessions on Friday 15 May. Please contact your
child’s school in this instance.

There are a number of ways you can help your
child to prepare at home for tests:

talk to your child about the purpose of the
tests and how they will be given an
opportunity to show what they have learnt in
class

discuss the format that test questions can
take, such as multiple choice items, short
response questions and writing tasks

when you read together, ask your child
guestions about the story to make sure they
understand what they are reading
encourage your child to write descriptive
stories about something they have seen,
heard or read about — who are the main
characters, what are they trying to do and
why, where is the story set and how will it
end

maintain a positive attitude about the tests
ensure your child gets plenty of sleep
leading up to tests

ensure your child exercises and eats
healthy meals regularly, including breakfast.

If you have any questions about the types and
formats of tests your child undertakes while at
school please contact your child’'s teacher.

For more information about how you can help your
child with literacy and numeracy visit
www.education.gld.gov.au/parents/map



National Literacy and Numeracy testing in 2009

The National Assessment Program — Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests for 2009 will be held
from Tuesday 12 May to Thursday 14 May.

Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will participate in
four tests during this period — Language
Conventions, Writing, Reading and Numeracy.

The Language Conventions test will incorporate
spelling, grammar and punctuation while the
Numeracy testing will incorporate number, space
and measurement.

The Year 7 and 9 Numeracy tests will consist of a
calculator-allowed test, followed by a non-calculator
test.

If your child is absent for school during this period,
they will still be able to participate in testing
sessions on Friday 15 May. Please contact your
child’s school in this instance.

A brochure with more information about NAPLAN
20009 is available for download from the Ministerial
Council on Education, Employment, Training and
Youth Affairs at
www.naplan.edu.au/verve/_resources/NAPLANO9 _
WebsiteBrochure_v3.pdf

If you have any questions about NAPLAN 2009
visit the Queensland Studies Authority website at
www.gsa.gld.edu.au/assessment/7972.html or
contact your child’s teacher.

Using language creatively

Literacy involves using language to communicate
effectively and to make meaning and sense of the
world. Sometimes we are required to interpret and
use language creatively, where words and phrases
might be used in unexpected and unfamiliar ways.

There are many ideas you can try to encourage
your child to use language creatively. These
include:

describing people, places, events and objects
in unusual and unexpected ways, as is done in
poetry, plays, cartoons and videos

locating ways in which other speakers and
writers use language in creative ways, for
example, puns and word plays in TV and
magazine advertisements, rhyming and
repeated sounds in picture books and reading
the by-lines and captions in newspapers
discussing favourite sayings and creating new
ones together

sharing a love of language by talking about how
language is used in different contexts and

situations. Talk about your favourite poems,
plays and stories and discuss with your child
what you like about the author’s style.

= Casual Cleaners ¢

Queensland
ent

HIGH SCHODL Moura State High is seeking
persons interested in providing relief cleaning.
Suitable applicants will be used to cover
permanent cleaners on leave. Please provide a
brief résumé outlining any previous experience.
For further enquiries contact Dot Jackson at
Moura State High School on 49975888.

Email: admin@mourashs.eq.edu.au

Education Queensland is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. Govt regulations prohibit smoking within
the school grounds. Confirmation of employment is
conditional upon the preferred applicant being issued
with a Suitability Card from the Commission for
Children and Young People and Child Guardian.
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12, 13 & 14 May NAPLAN Testing — Yr
9

15 May Biloela Show Holiday

18 May NAPLAN Testing —
Catchup day

12 June 300m (Beginning day
of Athletics)

19 June 1500m

25 June Discus & Javelin

(Session 3 & 4)

26 June Track & Field

Rockhampton District Cross Country Trials

Emily Warren and Kate Redshaw and also
Jade Livesey from the Primary School travelled
to Yeppoon for the Rockhampton District Cross
Country Trials. The course was very tough,
with many hills, including ‘heart break hill’. The
girls finished in the middle of the pack with over
70 students in their age groups competing.
Well done Emily, Kate and Jade.

Flaming Chalice Volleyball Tournament

The volleyball trip to Brisbane started off with a
few hiccups, with a few seats in our bus
missing! Once on the road our trip started to
improve, with the girls involved in some intense
team bonding! The junior team played 6
games over the weekend and were also
required to complete duties, including
refereeing. It was a steep learning curve for all
involved, which will be very valuable for their
participation in the upcoming Queensland
Schools Cup Competitions.

The competition was very tough. We played
the best teams in the state, including regional
teams from South Coast, Met East and Darling
Downs. With each game our girls improved
and they are shaping up to be a quality side.

The girls were excellent representatives of
Moura State High School. They were friendly
towards the other team and demonstrated a
positive attitude. | am very impressed with how
the girls played and the sportsmanship they
demonstrated. Congratulations Demonettes!

Rugby League - students involved in the
Rockhampton  District competition have
received a letter and permission form outlining
game times and dates. Please ensure you
return this form as soon as possible

Volleyball — the senior volleyball team will be
travelling to Brisbane over the Biloela Show
weekend for a competition in Cornubia. We
wish the girls the best of luck.

Pictured above are our 2009 School
Captains, Vice Captains and House
Captains. School Captains are Jake
Hafner and Rebecca Elliott. Vice

Captains are Stevie Tucker and
Reuben Dunk and House Captains are
Courtney Semple and Elinor Stratford
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