ISSUE # 10
4 June 2009

GILLESPIE STREET,
PO Box 224, MOURA QLD 4718
PHONE (07) 4997 5888
FAX (07) 4997 5800
EMAIL admin@mourashs.eq.edu.au

-, e
" Rk . £ . =
’ - o
n

MOURA STATE

— —

P
&

K>

L
HIGH SCHOOL

©

Queensland
Government

Education Queensland

From the Principal’s Desk

Swine Flu Precautions

Last week, on Tuesday 26 May, 2009, all students
were given a letter from the Department to advise
parents of precautions to be taken to prevent the
further spread of swine flu.

A copy of that letter is in this newsletter. We have
discussed our procedures in case swine flu was to
spread throughout the community. Essentially, if
we need to advise you of any details for instance
school closure, it will be done by the combination of
phone calls, letters home, possibly radio and/or
notices on the town notice boards. | certainly hope
that swine flu does not affect us during this winter
flu season.

Raw Metal Dance Group

The Raw Metal Dance Group will be running
workshops for interested students of Friday 5 June
2009. There are workshop times for interested
parents and other family members as well. The
student workshop will run all day and will feature
hip hop and body percussion. The Dance Group
has been bought to Moura by PCAP and the
workshops are heavily subsidised by PCAP. The
cost to students is $5 for the day long workshop
and for parents is a gold coin donation.

Students workshops run from 9am to 3pm. There
are two parent workshops, one from 6-7pm and
one from 7-8pm. They are held at Kianga Hall.
Students will be asked to nominate but parents
may just go directly to the workshops at nights.
Careers Market — 28 July 2009

The Biloela careers market will be held on 28 July
2009.

| am not intending to take classes to the Biloela
Careers Market as it takes about half a day for a
short visit.

This year we intend taking the Yr 10s with some Yr
11s and Yr 12s to the Rockhampton Careers
Market. The date for this has not been announced
yet as it was postponed from the day of the strike.

| would invite interested parents to take their own
student to Biloela at a time that suits them to focus
on the interest areas for each individual. There will
be more details later so this is an early date claimer
and details of intentions.

‘What's My Trade’ — 24 June 2009

On Wednesday 24 June 2009, GAGAL will be
running a ‘What’s My Trade’ program at the Biloela
Showgrounds. This runs all day.

The aim of the day is for students in Year 8 and 9
who may be interested in a trade to try a range of
trades. This used to be called, ‘Try A Trade’.

I have advertised this at school with students.
There is not enough interest for us to make this a
school trip so | would invite interested parents to
make their own arrangements to take their students
along to this program.

Local Government Week

On Tuesday this week, our Year 9s, 10s and 12s
attended the Local Government Week celebrations
during their Life Skills lesson. Students heard
presentations from Ergon and the Local
Government Association. The presentations were
linked to their science programs as well as career
information being presented.

Reporting for Semester 2

Teachers will maximise their teaching time and
teach for as long as possible before assessing
students late in this term. Reports will then be
done, printed and checked during the holidays and
early next term. Reports will be posted out at the
beginning of next term. There will be parent
teacher interviews following the issuing of reports
so any issues from semester 1 can be sorted out
early in semester 2. The parent teacher interview
afternoon will be Tuesday 21 July, 2009.

Below is a copy of the letter sent home to parents
last week with all students — school arrangements
regarding Influenza HIN1 (swine flu).

Dear Parent/Carer

As you may be aware, a decision has been made
at a national level to introduce a range of additional
measures to reduce the spread of Influenza HIN1
09 (Human Swine Flu). These measures are a
response to the fact that Australia has moved from
the Pandemic Influenza phase Delay to the current



phase Contain . The key Government objective of
the Contain phase is to limit the spread of the
virus.

Students returning from overseas  —

NOW UPDATED TO INCLUDE ALL STUDENTS
RETURNING FROM VICTORIA

Among these measures is an agreement that all
States and Territories move to excluding, for a
seven-day period , school students from schools
that are returning or arriving from the following
overseas countries: Mexico, United States of
America, Canada, Panama and Japan. This list can
be found on the Department of Health and Ageing
website: www.healthemergency.gov.au and is
reviewed regularly in light of the current situation. In
Queensland we are referring to this period as a
seven-day timeout period.

The seven-day timeout period allows time for the
illness to appear if the student has acquired the
illness. The seven-day timeout period is only
considered at this stage necessary for primary and
secondary schools. This is because outbreaks
overseas have only been reported in school
settings to date.

If you have a child who has returned or is to return
from one of the affected areas, could you please
advise the school and ensure that your child
remains at home for seven days even if they do not
have symptoms. The seven days includes
weekends and public holidays. If your child
becomes unwell, please seek immediate medical
advice from your general practitioner.

This seven-day timeout period from school
following travel in a country of concern will aid in
slowing the spread of the disease and limit the
possibility of school closure due to an outbreak in
the school.

Event of school closure

In the event of a confirmed case of Influenza HIN1
(Human Swine Flu) in a student attending your
school, the school will be closed for up to seven
days.

During a school closure — or if your child is involved
in a seven-day timeout period — every attempt will
be made to provide schoolwork. This may be
placed on the school website, emailed or mailed
home. Parents and students will be asked to
remain connected to school via the internet and to
keep in contact with teachers through email where
possible. There will however be no school

Newsletter Issue_10/09 ~ 4 June 2009

‘? supervision provided to children on the seven-

day timeout.

Parents can assist schools to manage the current
situation in the following ways:

Provide the school with current contact
details including current address, telephone
number, mobile phone number and email
address and any other information you may
consider to be relevant.

Continue to follow standard good hygiene
practices such as covering nose and mouth
if sneezing or coughing and regular hand-
washing.

Be diligent in observing your family’s health
and seek medical assistance where
uncertain.

Ensure children avoid major gatherings e.g.
sporting events and shopping centres
during the seven-day timeout period or
school closure.

Queensland Health continues to closely monitor
this situation and should it change, the school
community will be advised immediately. Please
stay informed by paying attention to media reports.
Updates will be available on the Department of
Education and Training website as
www.det.gld.gov.au and your school’s website
(insert URL).

If you have any questions about symptoms or
illness you can call 13HEALTH (13432584) 24
hours a day, seven days a week or contact your
regular health practitioner.

For other information please contact the School
Principal.

Yours sincerely

Alan Campbell — PRINCIPAL

Do you need help with literacy and
numeracy?

To be literate is to confidently and appropriately

read, write, speak and listen in a range of contexts.
To be numerate is to confidently and effectively use
mathematics to meet the everyday demands of life.

If you need assistance to develop your reading,
writing, English language and numeracy skills, help
is only a phone call away.

The Reading Writing Hotline

The Reading Writing Hotline is a nationwide service
which can provide you with information on:

where to find reading and writing classes for
adults in your area
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learning resources for adults ‘F

English as a second language programs

Centrelink client programs

literacy in the workplace.

You will be able to speak to an experienced adult
literacy teacher who can answer your questions
and offer support. If there are no classes available
in your local area, the teacher will provide you with
information about accessing learning support
through distance education.

For more information telephone 1300 655 506 or
visit: www.literacyline.edu.au/index.html.

Queensland Council for Adult Literacy

The Queensland Council for Adult Literacy offers
adults the chance to improve their reading, writing
and numeracy.

The council also offers information about courses
held throughout the state and other services for
those with English as their second language.

For more information telephone (07) 3878 9944 or
visit:
www.qcal.org.au/index.php.

8 June Queens Birthday
Holiday

12 June Rugby League Night
Bowls Club 7pm

12 June 3000m (Beginning day
of Athletics)

18 June Next Newsletter due

19 June 1500m

25 June Discus & Javelin

(Session 3 & 4)

26 June Track & Field




