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From the Principal’s Desk 
 

Guidance Officer 
As you aware we have been without a 
guidance service all semester.  I have pointed 
out my concerns in this matter in regards to 
students who may need counselling, career 
guidance or assistance with subject selection.  
The good news is we are now getting a 
guidance service every Wednesday morning.  
This isn’t as much as I would like but at least it 
is a regular service.  The service is provided by 
Ms Renay Mayer , the Guidance Officer from 
Biloela.  Please encourage your students to go 
to the office and make an appointment 
particularly students in Years 10, 11 & 12 
needing assistance with subject selection and 
careers advice. 
Staffing 
I am currently recruiting teachers for next year.  
I have been happy with the way this has been 
going.  I am hopeful that there will be 
considerable stability with our teaching staff 
going into 2010.  I have also chaired a panel to 
select a permanent HOD for 2010.  I will make 
an announcement of the teachers transferred 
out and the teachers transferred in as soon as 
that has been finalised. 
Thank you to Anglo Coal Dawson Mine 
The Dawson Mine has recently donated 
computers to schools within the district.  We 
were lucky enough to have had 25 computers 
donated to us.  I would like to sincerely thank 
the management of Dawson Mine for their kind 
donation.  These will be a valuable asset for 
the learning of students. 
Awards Night – Thursday 5 November 2009 
Once again families are invited to come along 
to Awards Night and help celebrate the 
successes of our students.  The night will 
follow a similar format as in previous years with 
a couple of reports, presentation of prizes and 
a supper afterwards.  I again look forward to 

seeing you on that night as we acknowledge 
our many successes for the year. 
Families are asked to bring along a plate for 
the supper.  The P & C will provide sandwiches 
as usual. 
Review of the Responsible Behaviour Plan 
Please take the time to read the page in this 
newsletter about this plan. 
 

Alan Campbell - Principal 
 
 

 
Thurs 5 November Awards Night 

 
Thurs 5 November 
 

Next Newsletter Due 

Thurs 19 November Senior Graduation 
Ceremony 

Friday 20 November Yr 12 Formal 
  

Friday 27 November � Last day for Yr 10 & 11 
 

Friday 11 December Last day for Yrs 8 & 9 
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·  Coffee tables 
·  Stools 
·  As well as a selection of scrap steel 
·  Old motor parts 
 

Everything must go!  Make an offer! 
 

3.00pm to 4.00pm - Monday 26 Oct 
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Pre-apprenticeship Pathway Program targets 
school leavers  
 
School leavers looking for an apprenticeship are 
encouraged to register for the new Pre-
apprenticeship Pathway Program starting next 
year. 
 
The government-funded program offers students 
trade-related training to prepare them for future 
employment as an apprentice.  
 
School-leavers wanting to become apprentices 
will gain skills in working in an environmentally 
friendly way as well as employability skills to get 
them job ready and increase their employment 
prospects. 
 
To register your child’s interest in the program 
visit www.apprenticeshipsinfo.qld.gov.au or call 
1800 210 210. 
 
�

 Moura 
Mustang Success  
 
The Moura Mustangs Volleyball Team recently 
experienced success at the Queensland 
Volleyball Schools Cup competition held in 
Brisbane.  The 4 day competition saw school 
teams from across the state compete in a 
round robin format for the QLD title.  The 
Mustangs started off the competition extremely 
well, wining their first two games against 
Balmoral High and Gin Gin.  Unfortunately they 
were narrowly defeated in their third game, 
going down in 3 sets and only losing by two 
points.  At the end of their pool games there 
were three teams, including the Mustangs tied 
on two wins and one loss.  So to determine the 
winner it went to a count back of points, 
unfortunately this meant Moura dropped to 
third place, pushing them out of contention for 
the top 8.  This was a little disappointing and 
hard to deal with at first but the girls managed 
to look at the positive side and continued to 
play well, winning their next game.  Overall, the 
Mustangs won 4 games and lost two.  Of the 
two losses, both were close and could of gone 
either way, but winning  close games is a vital 
skill in volleyball.  The players have taken 
much away from the competition, not only have 
their fundamental skills improved, but their 
approach and attitude to competition has also 
improved.  Their improvements are astonishing 
and I am looking forward to seeing them play in 
Melbourne for the Australian schools cup. 
 
Volleyball Fundraisers  
 
Sports Basket Raffle 
$2.00 per ticket 
Tickets can be purchased from the high school 
office 
 
Car Wash – Saturday  31st October 9.00am to 
12.00pm 
$10.00 small cars, $15.00 large vehicles 
 
All money raised will go towards the teams 
participation in the Australian Schools Cup 
competition in Melbourne. 
 
 
Queensland State School Holidays 
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CLOTHING ORDERS FOR 2010 
Nicky Muller  the proprietor of  
‘The Culture Shack’  has advised the 
school that she would be happy to take 
orders now for school shirts for next year 
as it will help her to know what quantities 
she will need to stock. 
If you will require new shirts next year, 
please let Nicky know by phoning on 
49972118 or emailing her at this 
address:- 
cultureshack@bigpond.com 
 Thank you 
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 The 2010 Queensland state school calendar 
is now available at:  
www.education.qld.gov.au/projects/educationviews 
 

Parents and carers are reminded that all state 
schools will re-open for students on  
Wednesday 27 January , following the Australia 
Day public holiday on Tuesday 26 January. 
 

For student attendance, the 2010 term and holiday 
dates are: 
 

·  Term 1 commences Wednesday 27 
January and ends Thursday 1 April  

·  Term 2 commences Tuesday 13 April and 
ends Friday 25 June  

·  Term 3 commences Tuesday 13 July and 
ends Friday 17 September  

·  Term 4 commences Monday 4 October and 
ends Friday 10 December*. 

 

Year 12 state school students will finish school on 
Friday 19 November, while Year 10 and 11 
students complete their year on Friday 26 
November. 
 

State school teachers will have professional 
development opportunities on the following student-
free days: Friday 22 January, Monday 25 January, 
Monday 12 April, Monday 12 July, and Monday 18 
October. 
 

*Parents of students in rural and remote areas are 
reminded that the school year finishes one week 
earlier in these schools than in other state schools. 
Please check with your local state school for 
details.  
 
Queensland state school term dates are available 
by telephoning Education Queensland on (07) 3237 
1363 or via the Department’s website at: 
www.education.qld.gov.au/public_media/calendar/h
olidays.html 
����

New parent resources – achieving with literacy 
and numeracy  
Literacy and numeracy skills are vital to ensuring 
your child has the best chance to succeed in their 
schooling and life. 
 

A new suite of parent resources, Achieving with 
Literacy and Numeracy, has been developed to 
assist parents with their children’s literacy and 
numeracy skills.   
 

The new resources include a range of fact sheets 
and activities for the early, middle and senior 
phases of schooling. 
 

Parents and carers are encouraged to visit the new 
website, which also includes video clips of parents 
sharing their literacy and numeracy tips. The videos 
can be played in English and 12 other languages. 
 

The website also provides useful information on 
how to get involved within your school community, 
support services available and details about the 

National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy. 

�

If you have any questions or concerns about your 
child’s literacy and numeracy skills please contact 
your class teacher. 
 

The resources can be downloaded online at: 
www.education.qld.gov.au/literacyandnumeracy 
 

Keeping Kids Safe Online 
With the school holidays just around the corner, 
kids are busy planning their activities – emailing 
friends, instant messaging, downloading 
information from the internet or updating their 
MySpace profiles.  
 

It’s important as parents and carers, that you guide 
your children in making smart choices about who 
they speak to and what they access online.  
 

By setting some ground rules for internet use, you 
can help your kids to use the internet safely. 
 

·  Be involved – spend time exploring the internet 
with your children and get them to show you their 
favourite websites, including any social 
networking sites they use such as MySpace, 
Facebook or Bebo 
 

·  Be open – keep the computer in a room the whole 
family can access, not in your child’s bedroom. If 
your child changes the screen or turns the 
computer off when you enter the room, ask them 
about it.  
 

·  Be aware – tell your children to never give out 
personal information to people they don’t know, 
including their name, home address, phone 
number or school and to never arrange a face-to-
face meeting with someone they have only 
chatted with online.  
 

·  Be cautious – if you believe your child may be at 
risk, talk to them about the dangers associated 
with online conversations. 
 

·  Be there – remember that the best protection is 
parental supervision and guidance.  

 

The Queensland Police Service have published a 
must read guide for parents – Who’s chatting to 
your kids? – which provides practical information 
about internet 
safety and how parents can reduce the risk of their 
child becoming a victim. 
 

Download the brochure from: 
www.police.qld.gov.au/programs/personalSafety/ch
ildProtection/default.htm 
 

For further information on how to enjoy the internet 
safely, visit the Australian Communications and 
Media Authority web site at: 
www.cybersmart.gov.au 
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