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From the Principal’s Desk

Welcome Back to Semester 2. This semester
is always very busy in high schools. Some of
the key events that will occur this semester
are:-
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| welcome all our new students who have
started this week and hope all students have
an enjoyable semester. My priority for this
semester is the promotion of student learning.
Welcome to the New Staff

This week we have welcomed some new staff
to our school. Our new staff are:-

Mr David Hall — HOD Middle Phase of
Learning (Yr 8 & 9)

Mr Tony Kodel — Senior and Junior Science
Mr Mick Findlay — HPE and Social Science

Mr Josh Cresswell — Maths and HPE

Mr Louis Saayman - Senior and Junior Maths
and ICT

Mrs Marianne Saayman — Learning Support
(One day per week)

Mrs Theresa Brims has been appointed as
the Head of Special Education Services for the
Dawson Valley schools and will be at our
school one day per week.

At this stage a new Guidance Officer has not
been appointed.

| am very pleased to have an injection of new
blood into the school and welcome these
teachers to our school.

Congratulations Allistasia Fewster

Allistasia went on a trip to Gladstone recently,
sponsored by the Queensland Resources
Council. The purpose of the trip was to attend
the “Trade Secrets — Unveiling Trades for
Girls”. A large number of our girls attended.
During the course of the trip, Allistasia applied
for a scholarship to assist her with her
educational needs. | am thrilled to announce
that Allistasia has been awarded a scholarship
of $1000. This will be presented on parade.
Opportunities like this trip and the scholarship
occur because of our membership with the
Queensland Minerals and Energy Academy.
Behaviour of Students

Behaviour of students statewide has been a
hot topic in the news of late. The message |
am receiving from the Department and the
guidance from parents through our P & C is
that they want students to come to school and
learn in a safe and happy environment.

Staff and | have been focussing on this to
begin the semester. We have focussed at this
point on four behaviours. | have also outlined
the possible consequence. This has been
endorsed by the P & C. The behaviours and
consequences are:-

- Abuse of a staff member — suspension
Refusal to follow a reasonable
instruction from a staff member -
suspension
Swearing / inappropriate language —
withdrawal from class / suspension
Violence — suspension
Continual disruption to class — depends
on the level but will range from teacher
actions like detention to suspensions if
ongoing.



If quality teaching and learning is our focus we
need to ensure behaviour is not spoiling
learning in class.

Bell Times & Day Structure

It has been pointed out to me that some
parents did not get the newsletter last term
inviting comment about the bell times. | would
like parents to be able to have their say.
Please phone me or write me a note
expressing your opinions about the bell times if
you feel strongly against or in support of the
new times.

Mobile Phones

A meeting with parents and again at the P & C
meeting expressed concerns about student
use of mobile phones. 1 have been asked to
revisit the policy with a view to banning the
use of mobile phones at school . 1 will
explore this further and advise you. Students
will always be contactable through the office
and can always phone out from the office.

Alan Campbell - PRINCIPAL

Educatio n Tax Refund -
DON'T FORGET TO CLAIM

How do | claim the Education Tax Refund?
In your tax return.
If you don't lodge a tax return, claim
on a separate form or over the phone.
If you use a tax agent, make sure you
ask them to claim for you.

The Education Tax Refund lets you claim up
to 50 per cent of eligible education expenses
for school children. If you are eligible, you can
get back up to $375 for each primary student
and up to $750 for each secondary student.

You can claim things like text books,
stationery and even internet costs.
Remember, you need to keep all receipts for
expenses you claim.

If you receive Family Tax Benefit Part A for a
child at primary or secondary school, you will
be eligible. Some other people are eligible
too. To find out more about this and other
information such as what you can and can't
claim go to
www.australia.gov.au/educationtaxrefund or
call the Tax Office on 13 28 61.

NAIDOC WEEK Celebrations

will be held on Tuesday 21 July
and will commence on parade at
8.45am in the Undercover Area at

MSHS.

All parents and guardians of
indigenous students are invited to
join us in our celebration. Any
inquiries, please phone the school.

KEEP CHILDREN AT HOME IF THEY ARE SICK!

As school resumes for Term 3, parents are being
urged to keep their children home if they are sick
with flu-like symptoms.

Queensland now has more than 1600 confirmed
cases of Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 (Human
Swine Influenza).

Symptoms of human swine flu are similar to
seasonal influenza and include a fever, cough
and/or sore throat. Other symptoms can include
fatigue, myalgia, headache, body aches or chills.

Queensland Health says one of the best ways to
stop the spread of the flu is to keep sick children
home and encourage good hygiene.

If children are sick the best thing to do is keep them
away from school and other events such as socials
and sporting carnivals. This might mean that some
children will miss interstate and other planned
school trips.

People generally have to be mindful that there are
some who are more at risk from swine flu so those
who are sick need to do the right thing and stay at
home from school and work.

School closures remain an option in very limited
circumstances but the likelihood of disruption
during the new school term has lessened.

Queensland is now in the “protect” phase in
managing the influenza outbreak and parents need
to be aware that while most people who contract
the flu are making rapid and full recovery, some
who are particularly vulnerable need to seek
medical help at the onset of flu-like symptoms.

The essence of the “protect” phase is to
concentrate on the early treatment of those in the
community who may be more vulnerable to severe
outcomes if they contract the virus.

Those identified as being vulnerable include
pregnant women, Indigenous Australians, people
with respiratory disease (including asthma and



COPD), heart disease, diabetes, renal and liver
disease, obesity and immuno-suppression.

If you have any questions regarding symptoms or
illness, contact your general practitioner or call
Queensland Health on 13 Health (13 43 25 84)

For education related questions, contact your
school principal. Further information is also
available from the Queensland health website.

Queensland Health Swine Flu Response
website:
www.health.gld.gov.au/swineflu/html/schools.a

Sp

Specific information and advice for parents:
www.health.qld.gov.au/swineflu/documents/par
ents_advice.pdf

Queensland Road Safety Awards for student
creativity

Young drivers are more than 2.5 times more likely
to die in a road crash than any other age group.

The 2009 Queensland Road Safety Award for
Student Creativity is a new award that invites high
school students to get involved in promoting road
safety by designing a visual message for other
young road-users.

Students can be as creative as they like —
designing a poster, billboard, website
advertisement, bumper sticker or brochure,
anything that can be reproduced in printed form.

Entries can be submitted by an individual or group
in one of two categories: Years 8-10 students and
Years 11-12 students.

Entries close Friday 14 August.

The 2009 Queensland Road Safety Award for
Student Creativity is presented by the Centre for
Accident Research and Road Safety, RACQ, QUT
and the Department of Education and Training’s
Year of Creativity.

For more information on the competition and to
submit an entry, visit the Centre for Accident
Research and Road Safety website at:
www.carrsg.qut.edu.au/grsa/student_creativity.jsp

For more information on other Year of Creativity
events and activities, visit the Department’s website
at: www.yearofcreativity.deta.gld.gov.au
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INTRODUCING: Louis Saayman I
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PHOTO SNAPS TAKEN AT THE
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

RESULTS FROM ATHLETICS
CARNIVAL HELD ON THE 26 JUNE
2009

13 Yr Boys — Jonah Clancy

14 Yr Boys — Hamish Davidson

15 Yr Boys — Nathan Young

16 Yr Boys — Matt Keene

Open Boys — Jake Hafner

13 Yr Girls — Skye Calvert
14 Yr Girls — Kate Redshaw
15 Yr Girls — Holly Tucker
16 Yr Girls — Bindi Beezley
Open Girls — Audrey Tovera

Bindaree was the winning house.
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O™ Outback Talent Quest

Wednesday 19 " August
6pm @ Kianga Hall, Moura

We are searching for the region’s most talented to
perform at the
2009 Coal and Country Festival’'s Talent Quest

All talents are welcome... even the weird and wonderful!!!
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