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From the Principal’'s Desk

Congratulations and Thanks tothe P & C

The P & C is an extremely important body in
the efficient functioning of the school.
Primarily, it is through this organisation that
parents and citizens can have their say into the
functioning of the school. This does not just
mean determining the colour of the uniform but
extends to all important aspects of school
functioning such as policies and procedures,
teaching and learning, extra curricular activities
as well as priorities regarding facilities. |
welcome the advice, guidance and feedback
that members provide to me. If you are not an
active participant, it makes it harder for you to
have your say.

Secondly, the P & C is a fund raising
organisation and of course those funds come
back to the school to benefit our students.

| would like to thank all members of the 2008 P
& C for their hard work in making 2008 a most
successful year.

On Thursday night our P & C executive for
2009 was elected (See Rhyll Larsen’s article).
| would also like to thank all of these people for
their commitment to our school in 2009.
Welcome Mr Vargas

Mr Vargas, our new teacher, started work last
Monday. He is a welcome addition to our staff.
We, along with our school community, I'm sure,
welcome Mr Vargas, his wife and child to our
school and community.

His arrival meant a rearrangement of teachers
and classes but | hope all are settled by now.
Lions Youth of the Year — Congratulations
Stevie and Erica

On last Wednesday, five of our students
participated in the Lions Youth of the Year
competition. Firstly 1 want to thank the Lions
Club of Moura for hosting this valuable
competition. Also Mrs Williams for organising
the students here at school and the five
students who participated.

Congratulations to Stevie Tucker who is the
Lions Youth of the Year for 2009 and Erica
Edwards for being judged Public Speaking
Champion for 2009.

Student Leaders and Senior Induction
Ceremony

This ceremony was held last Friday in Kianga
Hall at 9.30am. Our whole school, along with
all of Yr 7 from Moura and Banana State
Schools, attended.

Mr Jim Pearce, Mrs Maureen Clancy and Mr
David Manttan all addressed the assembly. Mr
Pearce gave a really inspiring talk. This will be
his last address to the school as our State
member. Mrs Clancy and Mr Manttan were
able to build on Mr Pearce’s speech, with a
theme of, “You can do it, but it’s up to you. ltis
through your efforts that you will achieve
success.”

| thought the message was great and very
timely for the age. The ceremony went off well.
It is ceremonies like this that pull our
community together. Congratulations to all
students who received their badges at this
ceremony.

Thanks to the business leaders and parents
who gave up their time. | would particularly
mention Mrs Rhyll Larsen (P & C), Mr lan
Robinson (Chamber of Commerce / Moura
Sand & Gravel, Mr Les Szonyi (QNP) and Mr
Robert Craike (Anglo Coal) for giving up their
valuable time. Lastly thanks to the P & C for
their most enjoyable morning tea.

Japanese — Yr8 and Yr 11

In high schools, languages are no longer a
compulsory subject. We must provide
opportunities for students in Yr 8 and Yr 11 to
begin a language study so that, if students
wish, they can graduate at the end of Yr 12
with a language.

| have just been informed that at this stage
there is no opportunity to take classes by tele-
learning and that, if students wish to study



Japanese, they must make an appointment to
meet with me to work out how that would fit
into the student’s timetable. Note that it would
be Japanese language, a challenging subject,
not culture, which is what students study at
primary school, that would be offered.

Students would need to drop an elective
subject to study Japanese.

Swearing and other language that is not
respectful

One of our key values is respect. Far too often
there are incidents of students swearing.
Particularly when this occurs in the classroom,
it is offensive to many students and the
teacher. | have asked over an extended period
of time for students to refrain from swearing
and other forms of disrespectful forms of
language. Students who continue to break this
rule can now expect harsher consequences,
even suspension, so that the message gets
through to all that we don’t want to hear it at
school.

NAPLAN Practice Testing

Our Year 9 students sat for a practise of their
Yr 9 Literacy and Numeracy tests that will
occur in May. Students will have their tests
marked. They will receive feedback in class but
more importantly, shortcomings will be
addressed as a class. It is important students
do these practice tests as that shows them the
style of the test so that they can be mentally
prepared. Our curriculum is also designed to
make sure tasks set in these tests are taught in
class. A lot of the basic skills are also taught
and practised in Literacy and Numeracy.

Please be aware that all Year 9 students in
Australia are required to complete NAPLAN
testing in May. It is very important that all
students are present at school for these tests.

Alan Campbell — PRINCIPAL

DATES MEMBER

Tues 17 March School Photos
TODAY
Thurs 26 March NEXT NEWSLETTER
DUE
Thurs 2 April P&C at 6pm @
=
Friday 9 April School Cross
Country
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Flick the switch for Earth Hour

For one hour, from 8.30pm to 9.30pm , on
Saturday 28 March the whole of Australia is being
asked to ‘flick the switch’ for Earth Hour.

Earth Hour, the World Wildlife Fund’s global
environmental initiative, aims to raise awareness of
the climate change issue and makes it possible for
individuals to take action and reduce greenhouse
emissions. It is a global call to action to every
individual, every business and every community — a
call to stand up, to take responsibility and to get
involved in working towards a sustainable future.

All households are encouraged to participate by
switching out their lights and turning off non-
essential electrical appliances. It is important to
register your participation on the Earth Hour
website in order to make your action count.

For more information on how to register and how to
participate visit www.earthhour.org/

It's a fantastic way to support your child’s creative
development and also gain a special keepsake.

To find out more about the projects, competitions
and events throughout this year, go to the YOC
website at: www.yearofcreativity.deta.gld.gov.au



PERMANENT PART- TIME @
TUCKSHOP CONVENOR Queensland
MOURA STATE HIGH SCHOOL Ggvernment
27.5 HRS PER WEEK B reing
Parents & Citizens Association ~ dteA
The successful applicant should have the
ability to demonstrate well developed skills
in:-
Customer / client service
Effective cash and stock control
Participate in the establishment of the
Smart Choice — Healthy Food & Drink
Program
Maintain effective communication links
with P & C and the school
Promote a team spirit with volunteers
Comply with Workplace, Health & Safety
Standards
Please forward your application/resume to:
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Numeracy tips for parents and carers to help
high school students

To support your high school student’s efforts at
school you can continue the lessons they learn in
the classroom by helping them to develop their
numeracy skills at home.

Some activities you could do include:

asking for their help when using a map or
street directory to travel to a new destination
planning a family holiday including budget
and travel times

discussing what measurements you need for
decorating or renovating a room. For
example, “what measurements do we need to
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make when buying a desk?” and “do we
need to measure or will estimating be
acceptable?”
when assembling furniture read the assembly
instructions and relate them to the real object.
Discuss how two-dimensional drawings are
related to three-dimensional items
draw and discuss plans related to
landscaping decisions around the home
discuss the implications of time issues related
to overseas locations
use computer packages that create virtual
rooms to help visualise what a room would
look like, if planning renovations.

For more information about how you can help your
child with literacy and numeracy visit
www.education.gld.gov.au/parents/map

Cross Country

Carnival Date: Thursday 9™ April
2009

Training Time: Tuesday mornings
from 7.00am-
8.00am (meet at
undercover area)

Students have received an information
letter and permission form. This
permission form needs to be returned to
the office no later than Thursday 26™
March. This form enables students to
travel on the bus out to the course for
the event and to participate in the pre-
walk which will occur during class time.

Triathlon - Last Triathlon for the season

Saturday 21°% March

6.30am registration at Moura Pool
200m swim/ 4km ride/ 2km run

Handicap event
Lacey Townsend
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Moura State High School Swimming Carnival

Our school community should be proud of our students who attended our swimming carnival
last Friday. Participation, house spirit and sportsmanship was clearly present on the day.
House captains, Elinor Stratford (Bindaree) and Courtney Semple (Gibihi) need to be
congratulated for working hard to ensure house members participated in as many events as
possible and supported their team mates loudly and colourfully.

Bindaree were the overall House Champions, winning it back from Gibihi, winners from 2008.
Age Champions had a lot to do with this result, as all female age champions came from
Bindaree and only 2 male champions came from Gibihi. Age Champions were;

13 years and under Skye Calvert (Bindaree) Jonah Clancy (Bin daree)
14 years Tara Ogden (Bindaree) Trent Brooks (Gibih i)

15 years Holly Tucker (Bindaree) Ashleigh Smith (B indaree)
16 years Natasha Feltham (Bindaree) Joel Lucht (Bindaree)

17 years and over Stevie Tucker (Bindaree) Christian Bock ( Gibihi)

Age champions will receive their trophies later on in the year at our annual Awards night.

Competition in the novelty house events was fierce, with both houses winning one each.
Bindaree house broke the only record for the day in the 15 years and under 4 x 25m relay.
Team members of this relay team were Holly Tucker, Ashleigh Smith, Tayla Muller and Izaak
Dowden. Unfortunately the seniors were successful at beating the parents and staff in the

4 x 25m relay. Seniors you better be ready for the track and field relays!

A day like the swimming carnival does not happen without the hard work of may people.

I would particularly like to thank Mrs Lyn Ogden, Mrs Barb Forster and Mr Glen Ronnfeldt for
setting up the pool and providing us with much needed shade for the day. Thank you also to
the P and C who ensured we were all fed on the day. The burgers were delicious! Thank you
also to Ms Tamara Bull for all her hard work behind the scenes and to Mr and Mrs Tucker for
picking up much needed tents.

We hope everyone enjoyed the day and will remember it for many years to come.

Lacey Townsend
PE Teacher

Next Step 2009

The Queensland Government will again be conducting its annual statewide destination
survey of all students who completed Year 12 in 2008. The Next Step survey is a brief
confidential survey that aims to gain a comprehensive picture of the employment, study
and life choices made by Queensland school completers.

Any person who completed Year 12 last year can expect to receive a telephone call or
a paper-based survey by mail, between March and May 2009. Please encourage them
to take part. If their contact details have chanted, please assist the interviewer with
their updated details or forward the survey to their new address so they can participate
in the survey. Thank you for your support of the Next Step survey in 2009.

For more information visit www.education.gld.gov.au/nextstep/ or telephone toll free on
1800 068 587.
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Rugby League

Training
Training has commenced and will now be
held at the Recreation Grounds at the
following times;
Tuesday 5.00-6.00pm
Friday 5.00-6.00pm

If students have a football at home they are
encouraged to bring it to training as this will
help enhance their skills. Also, students will
be doing a lot of running and tackling and
therefore students are required to bring a
water bottle. Old clothing is recommended to
avoid ruining good clothing. It would be
appreciated if your child could inform Mrs
Townsend if they are unable to attend a
training session.
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Free Course

The RRLRA in conjunction with the RDSSRL
are conducting touch judge and referees

courses for students (14 years +), teachers
and parents. These courses are free. To
enrol you can contact Lacey Townsend
through the high school or via email
lirwil9@eg.edu.au .
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Touch Judges Course

Wednesday 1% April

Rockhampton Rugby League Meeting
Room

Browne Park

6.00pm-9.00pm
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Referee Course - i
Wednesday 2ond April and How you can help your child with writing
Wednesday 29" April
Rockhampton Rugby League
Meeting Room

Browne Park Our school encourages all parents to help their
6.00pm-9.00pm children with their writing at home. Here are a few
ideas to get you started:

Everyday tasks such as making a shopping list can
help improve your child’s writing skills.

ask your child to make a greeting card for a
special occasion

talk about the different ways we use writing
(making lists, writing messages or notes)
make personalised scrap books with your
child — glue a photo or picture your child
chooses onto a page and ask them to write
words or sentences about the picture
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create a special place for your child to write.
Providing writing materials, such as an
easel or blackboard with scrap paper and
pencils, makes a great environment to
experiment with writing

set up some plastic letter tiles or magnets
for your child to play with or a keyboard to
spell out or type words.

For more information and ideas on how you can
support your child’s writing visit
www.education.gld.gov.au/parents/map/

Capricornia Volleyball Trials

Pictured is the Under 15 Volleyball Team at the
Moura SHS students Shanice Short, Holly Capricornia District Trials in Rockhampton last week.

Tucker, Elyse Chiles, Allistasia Fewster,
Skye Calvert, Maycee Jones, Stevie
Tucker, Rees Mackellar, Elinor Stratford,
Audrey Tovera and Courtney Semple
were selected to represent the
Rockhampton District team at the
Capricornia Volleyball Trials.

These trials were held in Gladstone last
week. The girls all played extremely well
under the spotlight of many selectors
searching for players for the Queensland
State Titles.

The skill level of our girls was very high and
the selectors recognised their skills and

Selec_ted some of our g“l_s for the Pictured is the Under 19 Volleyball Team at the
Capricornia Team. Stevie Tucker, Rees Capricornia District Trials in Rockhampton last week

Mackellar and Audrey Tovera were
selected in the Under 19 Capricornia team.
Skye Calvert was selected in the under 15
Capricornia team and Holly Tucker and
Shanice Short were selected as shadows.

This is an outstanding achievement for our
girls and this is the largest number of
students we have had selected in many
years. Congratulations and we wish them
the best of luck at the Queensland
Secondary Schools State Titles in April.

Lacey Townsend

Pictured are the girls selected to be in the
Capricornia Volleyball Team which will play in the
Queensland State Titles.




