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From the Principal’s Desk 
 
School Yard Violence and Bullying 
The death of a young student in a northern 
NSW high school is a timely reminder of the 
dangers of the school yard. 
I have been speaking with students about this 
issue. 
Last semester we had too much fighting at 
school with some of it also occurring out of 
school.  I, along with a group of parents, 
students and community leaders addressed 
that.  Luckily we have not had a re-occurrence 
of violent incidents since then. 
Bullying of course is a different issue.  It is an 
abuse of power by a larger or stronger student 
or a group of students onto another student or 
group of students.  It can lead to violence or at 
least psychological harm. 
Violence at school cannot be tolerated and the 
penalty is usually suspensions for all involved 
although the length of the suspension may vary 
for the different students according to their 
involvement. 
Bullying also cannot be tolerated but it is dealt 
with differently.  In the first instance the aim is 
to get it to stop so punishment may not be 
used, as that can often make it worse. 
If it is ongoing, for the same students, 
punishment can occur then. 
The main defence we have against both of 
these issues is students asking for help to stop 
it.  I have been telling students, that if 
something is happening that they don’t want to 
happen, they can try to ignore it or walk away, 
but if it continues they must ask one of the staff 
for help.  Bullies get away with it if we believe 
in ‘not dobbing’ or we think they may stop.  We 
need to stand up to them by asking for help.  
This will, in most cases, stop it, because now 
the power tilts in favour of those being hurt.   
Please encourage your students to speak out 
and ask for help. 

Review of our Responsible Behaviour Plans 
Last week I was formally advised by the 
department that all schools were to review their 
behaviour plans.  This will have to occur next 
term.  The review is to include violence, 
bullying, cyber bullying as well as classroom 
behaviours. 
This review must involve the community so we 
have then an ideal opportunity to review our 
policies on these. 
It will be interesting to monitor the public 
debate that is going on nation wide on these 
issues as that will help guide us. 
Year 9 NAPLAN Results 
I believe the Year 9 Literacy and Numeracy 
results will be released on 14 September 2009.  
I will continue to keep you advised. Parents 
also get individual results for their students. 
Year 9 QCAT (Queensland Comparable 
Assessment Tasks)   
All Year 9 students across the state are 
currently doing special tests in Mathematics, 
English and Science called the QCAT’s.  
Students will receive an A to E grade on these 
tests and that will be shown on their end of 
year report cards. 
Teachers will mark these shortly and compare 
them with other schools. 
The results are used state wide to inform the 
government on progress in these disciplines as 
a state.  They are also done in Year 4 and 
Year 6 but that is done earlier in the year. 
Staffing 
Mrs Hutchinson will be taking leave next term.  
She will be replaced by a specialist Art teacher, 
Joanna McGuire.  We all wish Mrs Hutchinson 
the best.  She will be really missed as she is an 
excellent teacher and gets excellent results 
with her students. 
Capricornia Sport 
Congratulations to Hamish Davidson  and Ben 
Lorimer  for their sporting achievements.  
Hamish has made the Capricornia cricket team 
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 and Ben has made the Capricornia Track and 
Field team.  Well done Hamish and Ben. 
Rewards for Good Behaviour 
Teachers have been letting students know 
when they appreciate the behaviours they see 
in the classroom and playground.  Teachers 
give students a little card as acknowledgement.  
Students place these in a box in the office.  On 
parade I draw out ten and pass the names to 
the canteen.  These students win a $5 voucher 
at the canteen.  As we know teenagers 
appreciate food but like all of us they like to 
know when they have done a good job as well. 
I think it is a great idea.  It is good to 
acknowledge our students behaving well.  After 
all that is the majority of our school. 
 

Alan Campbell – PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tues 15 September Spinal Injuries 

Awareness Talks by the 
SEAT Team 

Wed 16 September Motivational Media 
 

Fri 18 September  Last day of Term 3 
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Tues 6 October First Day of Term 4 
 

Thurs 5 November Awards Night 
 

Thurs 7 November 
 

Next Newsletter Due 
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REMINDER 
SCHOOL FEES ARE VERY 
OVERDUE.  IF YOU HAVE 
NOT PAID THEM, CAN YOU 
PLEASE DO SO AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE. 

CHANGE OF DATE 
PLEASE NOTE THAT MONDAY 5 
OCTOBER IS NOW A PUPIL FREE 
DAY AND STUDENTS WILL 
RETURN TO SCHOOL ON 
TUESDAY 6 OCTOBER. 
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YEAR 8 HOME ECONOMICS 
Congratulations to all the students who have 
successfully completed their apron this term in 
preparation for cooking next term!  It seems the 
boys are setting the bar quite high and 
challenging the long held myth that home 
economics is only for girls!   
Go you good things! 
 

 
 
Yr 11/12 Home Economics 
Great effort by all students to produce high 
quality food for the business luncheon held at 
the Home Ec entertainment annexe.  The 
theme for the function was “Christmas in July” 
and the students acquitted themselves 
extremely well in the planning, preparation and 
presentation phases as well as the function 
itself.  Feedback has been very positive and 
the students themselves had a great time 
despite all the nerves and hard work. 
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2009 National Assessment Program – 
Literacy and Numeracy test results  
 
In May this year, around one million students 
across Australia in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 
participated in the National Assessment 
Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
tests for reading, writing, language conventions 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and 
numeracy.  
 
From 14 September 2009, The Queensland 
Studies Authority, which is responsible for the 
administration of the NAPLAN tests in 
Queensland, will begin distributing results to 
schools across Queensland.  
 
Every student who participated in the 2009 
NAPLAN test will receive an individual report 
containing their results.  
 
This report provides a range of information 
about your child’s performance on each of the 
literacy and numeracy tests. It also contains a 
detailed guide on what was assessed in each 
test and how to interpret these results. Parents 
and carers are encouraged to thoroughly read 
the report and the explanatory notes.  
 
While these tests are important ‘point-in-time’ 
indicators or ‘snapshots’ of student 
achievement in literacy and numeracy, the 
results should be considered along with other 
information collected by our school about your 
child’s performance.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns about 
NAPLAN testing, please contact the school 
office. 
 
Help us keep our school secure these 
holidays 
 
With the holidays fast approaching, please look 
out for after-hours crime in our school. 
 
If you see anything suspicious, please phone 
the School Watch number – 13 17 88. 
 
The School Watch Program is a partnership 
between Education Queensland, the 
Queensland Police Service and the State 
Government Protective Security Service. It 
aims to reduce vandalism, theft and arson in 
Queensland schools. 

 
If you do see something suspicious, don’t 

attempt to intervene. Call the School Watch 
number and let the local police or State 
Government Protective Security Service deal 
with the matter. 
 
Keep the number handy – 13 17 88 – and let’s 
work together to help create a safer school 
community. 
 
If you would like to know more about the 
School Watch Program, please call Education 
Queensland's School Security Section on (07) 
3237 0874.  
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